
sPlot 5th ordinary meeting:
Updates and call to sPlot 5.0

Gabriella Damasceno, in name of the sPlot Consortium
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• Aimed to understand global patterns in plant diversity across facets, biomes and scales

• Used in 71 research projects & 17 publications

• Global representation:

– 7 continents

– 151 countries

– 514 ecoregions

The sPlot project
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The sPlot project

2014 2018 2020 2025

sPlot 1.0 sPlot 2.1 sPlot 3.0 sPlot 4.1

659,000 plots

52 databases

62 countries

1,121,244 plots

110 databases

132 countries

1,975,186 plots

161 databases

136 countries

2,563,515 plot observations

299 databases

151 countries
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• Some numbers:

– 341 members

– 299 datasets

– 2.5 million plot observations

– 53 million plant records

• How it works:

– Data owners retain property

– Data is accessible to sPlot members upon submission of research proposal

– Regulated by sPlot Rules and Data Governance

A collaborative database
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Benefits

• Authorship of papers in high-impact journals

• Access to sPlot data – ready to use!

• Worldwide network of researchers

• Great opportunities for learning from 

meaningful collaborations

Sabatini et al. (2021)

Hähn et al. (2024)

Laughlin et al. (2024)
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Overview of sPlot projects

Since March 2025
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– (#71) The global co-occurrence matrix of 
vascular plant species and its applications

– Helge Bruelheide (Germany) and Xin Jing (China)

Warmest 
greetings!
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Opt-in calls

• 1 opt-out invitation

– (#71) The global co-occurrence matrix of 
vascular plant species and its applications

– Helge Bruelheide (Germany) and Xin Jing (China)

• 4 opt-in invitations

– Projects #52, #57, #65, #70

Warmest 
greetings!
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Finished projects

•#42: Identifying threatened groundwater dependent ecosystems as local 
biodiversity hotspots globally via remote sensing
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Finished projects

•#53: Mapping global trait distributions by combining citizen science data and 
Earth observation satellites
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Publications to come soon(er than later)

• Project #28, led by Hamada Ali

• Project #49, led by Camille Delavaux

• Project #51, led by Gayana Bexultanova

• Project #52, led by Nan Zhang

• Project #57, led by Marta Carboni
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Publication to come late(r than expected)

• sPlot 4.1, led by Gabriella Damasceno

– Finishing second round of reviews

– Thanks for the new 400 comments (really!) 
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sPlot (planed) scientific meeting

• To be held in Leipzig in January 2027

• To develop sPlot projects

• Around 20 project leaders invited

– Ongoing projects

– Discontinued projects

– New projects!

• Would like to visit Germany lead a 
high-profile manuscript using sPlot? Submit a research proposal for 

using sPlot data!



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe

– Same community through time

– In permanent or semi-permanent plots



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe

– Same community through time

– In permanent or semi-permanent plots

• Non-represented areas



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe

– Same community through time

– In permanent or semi-permanent plots

• Non-represented areas

– Haiti, Suriname

– Mozambique, Somalia

– Pakistan, Vietnam



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe

– Same community through time

– In permanent or semi-permanent plots

• Non-represented areas

– Haiti, Suriname

– Mozambique, Somalia

– Pakistan, Vietnam

• Underrepresented areas



sPlot meeting - 2026

Call to sPlot 5.0 - here we go again

• Time series outside Europe

– Same community through time

– In permanent or semi-permanent plots

• Non-represented areas

– Haiti, Suriname

– Mozambique, Somalia

– Pakistan, Vietnam

• Underrepresented areas

– Dominican Republic

– Togo

– Philippines
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Thank you for your collaboration!

https://www.idiv.de/research/projects/splot/

gabriella.damasceno@idiv.de
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