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News & Updates
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Election of Steering Committee 2025 - 2026

•Nomination phase:

• 22 people took part in the nomination

• 59 candidates were nominated

• 13 accepted running

•Voting phase:

• 127 people voted

• 590 votes casted
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Jürgen Dengler 33

Ute Jandt 28

Jian Zhang 25

Fernando Gonçalves 21

Teja Kattenborn 16
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•Thanks to Susan for her 
service as a SC member.
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IV sPlot workshop

• 31 March – 02 April 2025

• Bring together vegetation scientists, statistical modelers and experts in remote 
sensing to advance sPlot

•50 participants from 16 countries

– Germany (25) and Europe (40)

– South America (4) 

– North America (3)

– Africa (1) 

– Asia (1)
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IV sPlot workshop

• 17 contributed talks

• 22 sPlot projects

• 4 sessions:

– Classification and mapping

– Causes and consequences of biodiversity

– Threats to biodiversity
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IV sPlot workshop

•Break-out rooms - how to use sPlot for:

– predict plant communities in areas where there is few or no data available

– derive information about plant phenology

– investigating biodiversity trends across time

– validate and extrapolate results of local experiments on a global scale

– tackle new challenges related to invasive species

Project #63
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IV sPlot workshop

• Two new approaches to be used:

– socio-ecological aspects of biodiversity

– multi-trophic interactions

•Thinking about time-series with MOTIVATE project

– How can we obtain new time-series data for sPlot?

– How to optimize the storage and use of ancillary data used for modelling

– How to address socioeconomic topics, like the ways humans use
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Overview of sPlot projects

As March 2025
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sPlot projects

•59 approved projects

– 3 projects split into two parts 
• #08, #12, #18

•March 2025:

–27 ongoing projects

–15 finished projects

–20 discontinued projects
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Ongoing projects

•Drivers of biodiversity: 9

•Biodiversity patterns: 6

•Methodological papers: 6

•Effects of biodiversity: 3

•Vegetation description & classification: 3
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Publications

• 15 papers published

• From 14 projects

– Project #18 with 2 papers

• Total citations: 1024

– As by February 2025

• Drivers of biodiversity: 7

• Biodiversity patterns: 5

• Methodological: 2

• Effects of biodiversity: 1
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Discontinued projects

•20 projects

•Biodiversity patterns: 10

•Methodological approaches: 8

•Drivers of biodiversity: 2
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Update of sPlot projects

Since July 2024
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New projects

• #56: Dependence of warming responses of global plant species on their local 
abundances. Yanhao Feng, Lanzhou University (China)

• #57: Distribution and plant traits of native and invasive species in fire 
ecosystems across the world. Marta Carboni, Roma Tre University (Italy)

•#58: Global overview of non-native plant invasions in temperate grasslands 
(TempGrassInvade). Viktoria Wagner, University of Alberta (Canada)

•#59: The role of microclimate in the relationship between overstory and 
understory vegetation in global forest communites. Georg Hähn, University of Bologna 

(Italy)
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New projects
• #60: Biodiversity effects on the resistance of ecosystem function to climatic 
anomalies. Daniela Hoss, iDiv (Germany)

• #61: Multidimensional functional traits modulate species coexistence across 
global wetland plant communities. Zhenjun Zuo, Peking University (China)

• #62: Patterns of Plant Diversity and Carbon Stock across Temperate Asia. Dejene 

Adugna Deme, Northeast Forestry University (China)

• #63: Unveiling interactive drivers of plant phenology's temperature sensitivity: 
integrating environment, biodiversity, and plant traits. Yingyi Zhao, The University of 

Hong Kong (China)

• #64: Understanding local alien plant invasions worldwide caused by land-use and 
climate change. Daijun Liu, University of Vienna (Austria)
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Finished projects

•#46: Comparison of the global distribution of functional and phylogenetic diversity 
in plant communities
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Finished projects

•#34: Life cycle assessment methodology for assessing land use impacts on 
functional plant diversity
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Projects about to be finished

• #36: Diversity of the desert vegetation of Saharo-Arabian region

– Led by Mohamed Zakaria Hatim

• #49: Global plant invasions: the role of native diversity, human disturbance, and 
mutualisms

– Led by Camille Delavaux

• #53: Mapping global trait distributions by combining citizen science data and 
Earth observation satellites

– Led by Daniel Lusk and Teja Kattenborn
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Projects about to be finished

•Damasceno et al. – sPlot 4.0

•Sent for review in March

Thank you for your comments!

On hold: sPlot 4.1!
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sPlot 4.1 – Fixing minor errors

•Incomplete list of species for some plots

•Updated taxonomic backbone

• Being build since May - almost finished!

•To be released August/September
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To-do list

• Work on partnerships with data aggregators

• Enhance the usage of sPlot as a tool for science-
based global policies, like the IPBES platform

• sPlotOpen 2: Plots  balanced by vegetation types

• sPlotOpenR – Check poster P1-B 20
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Thank you for your collaboration!

www.idiv.de/en/splot

@sPlot-iDiv

gabriella.damasceno@idiv.de
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