
sPlot 3rd ordinary meeting:
News, updates and ideas

Gabriella Damasceno, in name of the sPlot Consortium



sPlot 3rd ordinary meeting:
News, updates and ideas

Gabriella Damasceno & Helge Bruelheide, in name of the sPlot Consortium



sPlot meeting - 2024

One year ago in Australia…

One year ago in Australia…

sPlot meeting in Coff’s Harbor
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• Investigate the influence of diversity (among other drivers) on global productivity;

• Quantify the influence of traditional communities and/or indigenous people on 
plant biodiversity conservation;

• Explore global patterns of stability and resilience, using time-series data and long-
term monitoring microclimate data; 

• Identify globally threatened vegetations, similarly to EUNIS Red List; 
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Ideas we discussed:

• Analyze plant functional diversity by vegetation formations, evidencing climatic 
envelopes for distinct vegetations, similarly to Whitaker’s biomes graph.
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• #49: Global plant invasions: the role of native diversity, human disturbance, and 
mutualisms. Camille Delavaux (ETH Zürich)
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gradients. Daniel Laughlin (University of Wyoming)

• #51: Analysing the vegetation of Siberia for determining the ethnobotanical 
significance of regional flora. Gayana Bexultanova (University of Glasgow)

• #52: Linkages between plant functional traits and phenology across temperate 
zones. Nan Zhang (Chinese Academy of Sciences)



sPlot meeting - 2024

New projects

• #53: Mapping global trait distributions by combining citizen science data and 
Earth observation satellites. Teja Kattenborn (University of Freiburg)



sPlot meeting - 2024

New projects

• #53: Mapping global trait distributions by combining citizen science data and 
Earth observation satellites. Teja Kattenborn (University of Freiburg)

• #54:  Latitudinal gradient patterns of Darwin's naturalization conundrum across 
spatial scales. Shuya Fan & Mark van Kleunen (University of Konstanz)



sPlot meeting - 2024

New projects

• #53: Mapping global trait distributions by combining citizen science data and 
Earth observation satellites. Teja Kattenborn (University of Freiburg)

• #54:  Latitudinal gradient patterns of Darwin's naturalization conundrum across 
spatial scales. Shuya Fan & Mark van Kleunen (University of Konstanz)

• #55: Leveraging plant and spectral traits for distinguishing tropical ecosystem 
types. Leon Nill (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin)
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Finished projects

#31: The adaptive value of xylem physiology within and across global ecoregions
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Finished projects

#46: Comparison of the global distribution of functional and phylogenetic diversity 
in plant communities

In production in Nature 
Ecology and Evolution
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sPlot 4.0 manuscript

• To be submitted to JVS

• First round of reviews soon 

– likely November
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To-do list

• Work on partnerships with data aggregators

• Enhance the usage of sPlot as a tool for science-
based global policies, like the IPBES platform

• sPlotOpen 2: Plots  balanced by vegetation types

• sPlotOpenR – Check poster P1-B 20

Check out poster P1-B 20!
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Potential projects

• Biodiversity analysis at multi-trophic level, integrating pollinators, herbivores, and 
soil organisms.

• Development of new metrics to describe community-level data considering 
changes in species abundance through time as Jandt and collaborators (2022).

• More applied approaches taking anthropogenic factors into account

Anyone interested in leading it?
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Thank you for your collaboration!

www.idiv.de/en/splot

@sPlot-iDiv

gabriella.damasceno@idiv.de

Please approach me if you have questions!

Any new ideas? Comments?
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