Cumulative dissertations

A cumulative dissertation is based on original papers that have been published or accepted for publication by journals.  The cumulative dissertation can be written in German or English and must be published in internationally recognized journals with a review system. 
It must include:
- a title page
- a table of contents 
- detailed text sections: introduction, objectives, discussion, conclusions 
- a summary in German and in English
- a complete list of the literature used and the abbreviations used, and 
- a declaration of independence. 
Reviews carried out by journals do not replace the review of the cumulative dissertation as part of the doctoral procedure. The doctoral candidate must be the sole or main author of usually 3 original papers.   Deviations from this rule must be justified in detail by the academic supervisor and submitted to the Faculty's PhD Committee for examination. 
Publications which have already served the doctoral candidate's own previous graduation may not be used.   The content of the original papers must be in line with the topic of the dissertation.  In the detailed text sections of the cumulative dissertation (introduction, objectives, discussion, conclusions), the content of the original papers must be considered in an overall manner and classified in the literature. If original papers are used in a doctoral thesis, the doctoral candidate is responsible for the copyrights. In addition to the documents listed in the doctoral regulations, the application for admission to the doctoral procedure must include a statement by the academic supervisor on the doctoral candidate's own contribution, if, in the case of a cumulative thesis, several authors have contributed to the original papers.  The doctoral candidate must provide proof of the publication of the original papers used or their acceptance for publication.
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