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CECILIA, AGE: 9 YEARS

Cecilia is a bright young lady that loves to play chess and is very curious about
all kind of random things. She just wants to know how everything works and
likes to later show off all the facts that her brain collected.

NYNKE, AGE: 12 YEARS

Hi, my name is Nynke.

AMANDINE ERKTAN

| am a post-doc at the University of Gottingen in Germany. | am interested in
understanding how living organisms shape the soil structure, and vice-versa. |
first worked on plant roots and studied how they structure the soil. | quickly
realized that roots are not the only engineers of the soil. There are countless
microbes and animals in the soil and their roles are crucial to determining the
soil structure. | am now acquiring new skills studying soil animals and hope to
shed light on how plant roots, microbes and soil animals interact in the soil
matrix. *aerktan@gwdg.de

MELANIE M. POLLIERER

| am a post-doc at the University of Gottingen, Germany. My main interest
concerns soil animal food webs. Since it is hard to observe what soil animals
really eat, | use indirect methods to find out more. In my Ph.D. thesis, | analyzed
fatty acids in soil animals and followed the fate of labeled carbon from plants
to animals. Now, | use another new method: | analyze stable forms of carbon
and nitrogen in amino acids, allowing even more detailed insights into the diet
of consumers.

STEFAN SCHEU

While studying biology in Tlubingen and Goéttingen between 1979 and 1986, |
was fascinated by the enormous diversity and important role of soil
invertebrates. Ever since, | have investigated the structure and functioning of
soil animal communities, first during my Ph.D. at the University of Gottingen
and later as a post-doc in Calgary and Gottingen. In 1997, | established my own
research group as Professor of Zoology and Ecology at Darmstadt University of
Technology, and in 2008 back at the University of Gottingen as Chair of Animal
Ecology. Here, we investigate the structure, function, and evolution of soil
animal species and communities.
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